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QUESTIONS

1. Where did our grandmother, Sandra Hill Ruitberg, live in Finland?
2. What’s Sandra’s relationship to the Mattila Family?

Mattila

s
est®
Ry
.
.

Ruitberg

Mattita Family of Rock, Michigan, circa 1935
Back row, . to r., George, Nestor, Elmi
Front row, . to r.,, Helen, Mary

Ruitberg Family of East Northport, NY, circa 1918
I. to r., Sandra, Oscar, Jr., Oscar Sr.

'

Photos supplied by Oscar Ruitberg, Jr
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ANSWERS!

* Sandra Hill Ruitberg was from Siikainen, \*
Finland *

e Sandra Hill Ruitberg and Mary Hill Mattila
(Rock) are first cousins

— Share same four grandparents!

— Lived on same farm in Siikainen, Finland

1/31/22 3




Family Farm Site - Siikainen, Samminmaja

Farmsites

Q

Samminmaja (Osara) (Isaac,
Adolfina, & Mary V.; Jaakko,
Maria, & Sandra's family farm)

Imagery ©2022 TerraMetrics
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Phase 1 — Ruitberg Family Search

US Census, Birth, Marriage, & Death Record Searches

Obituaries of Sandra Hill Ruitberg & Mary Hill

Mes, Edward Kelser

Mrs. ﬁsear MMI Maso Maoy, wile of Bdward Kei-
Mrs. Sandra Ruitberg, agg 53, serool Secomd Streeet and ‘Uhied
wsfif ﬁf ﬁs&&f Bﬁi%bérg ﬁiéﬁ ﬁﬁ Avenue, passed away enrly Sunday

mornfne at the Hantington Hospl-
il She hadd been o resident of
the Fasl Novthport sectlon foy the
past twenty years, She was boru
in Finlandd, \quh wl, JINTN, TThe
ATONNL e
Heney Maki WinT rereives]l her odu-
catfon in that country.  When a
pirl of IS s, maetled Jacob HiN
and twa years lnter they came (o
this coumtry, Mro HI paased away
in oo I 1920 she mnreried 1950
wiard Keitser, who survives as do
twor childeen by the Akt marringe,
John HIL amd Mres, Sandrne Raid-
heve, hath of East Northport,

Funeeal services woare held  at
the home ot her dawghter, Toesday
alternoon at 2 o'ecloek, Rev. Charlea
Frederleks,  pastor of St Paul's
Lautheran Chureh offictating,  Intor-
ment rollowed in the Genola Cems-
tery,

Mary Hill

Sandra Hill Ruitberg -4

o e —

Northport Journal, January 5, 1950, p8 The Long Islander, July 30, 1937, p4, sect. 2
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Phase 1 — Mattila Family Search

US Birth. Marri & Death R | Seard]
Obituaries of Isaac & Adolfina Hill - Parents of Mary Hill Mattila

z ] i

[ S——————————y

Isaac L. Hill
!Funeral Monday

| Funeral services for Isaac L.

' Hill, retired farmer of Rock
{ Route One, who died yesterday at

Mrs. Isaac Hill, 77,

Rock Pioneer, Dies

S — e S

Mrs, Isaaec L. Hill, 77-year-old

Isaac L. Hill | St. Francis hospital after a hmgi Rock ploneer died at one o'clogk  Adolfina Hill
| illness, will be held at 1 p. m.| Friday morning at the family
| Monday at the Finnish Lutheran home in Rock :
' church in Rock and burial will be e SR L TR B ST
: : a Mys, Hill was Lurn in Siikainen,
in Rock cemeteryv. Rev. Amos e o M T
Marin will conduct the rites. Finland, Feb, 20, 1870, and came
Y S y
The body is at the Anderson to the United States in 1909, liv-
funeral home where friends may | ing in Pl'mw-'fm. lich.,, until
call beginning Sunday afternoon, coming to Rock in 1813,
and it will be taken to the church A member of the Finnish Luth-
at noon Monday. | eran church, Mrs. Hill is surviv-
Mr. Hill who had lived in Rock ! ed by her hushand and a son and
for 37 years was born in Siikain- daughter Arthur William Hill and
en, Finland, November 2 rpor: Mrs. Nestor Maitila, both of Rock.
His wite, Adolphine, died Febru= Also five grandehildren, eight
ar}l’-le?'islgﬁ:vived by a son, Arthur gru;‘f_ fmz:dv‘n:lcrcn and a sisler
of Rock, a daughter, Mrs. Nestor m'I'hm i R ol
Mattila, Rock, 5 grandchildren e body was taken to Ander-
and 5 great grandchildren, gon tuneral home where arrange-
ments will be comnleted tomor-
row,
The Escanaba Daily Press (Escanaba, Ml), 23 Mar. 1950, p10 The Escanaba Daily Press (Escanaba, Ml), 6 Feb. 1948, p10
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Phase 1 Search Results Summary

— Jacob Hill

I 1872-1900
Sandra Hill Ruitberg

- Mary Hill (NY)
1896-1950 E

1878-1937

Isaac L. Hill

Mary Hill Mattil i i
° yr.iatt a 1869-1950

Adolfina Hill

1893-1982 - g i

1870-1948

Phase 1 Conclusion:
Common ancestor must be in a prior generation. Need to broaden search!
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Phase 2 - Finnish Church Record Searches

Isaac L. Hill

1/31/22

Birth/Baptismal Record: Siikainen Birth Records 1868-1881, p. 15, 20 Nov 1869
https://www.sukuhistoria.fi/sshy/sivut _eng/jasenille/paikat.php?bid=16152&pnum

=8 (membership reqwred) )

foost it Tt tony oAl
ﬁ% 20 \e/l2oV a5 - 4 / 4»%%4 4

o] | | kRS

~

(Saarikoski/lsaac; born 20 Nov 1869; baptized 21 Nov 1869; parents Daniel Danielsson and
wife Greta; sponsors Anders and wife Kaisa; also Isaac Harju & Lovisa Stenback; reference
Siikainen communion book, page 399)

First Communion Record: Siikainen First Communicants 1842-1986, page 86, 1885
https://www.sukuhistoria.fi/sshy/sivut eng/jasenille/paikat.php?bid=16815&pnum

=44

(Saarikoski/lsaac Danielsson Lahteenmaki; born 20 Nov 1869; Siikainen church book ref. page 311)



https://www.sukuhistoria.fi/sshy/sivut_eng/jasenille/paikat.php?bid=16152&pnum=8
https://www.sukuhistoria.fi/sshy/sivut_eng/jasenille/paikat.php?bid=16815&pnum=44

Saarikoski Village - Family Home to Brothers Isaac & Jacob

Siikainen Parish Communion Book 1867-1873
Saarikoski Village, Nordlund Estate
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o

Kankaanpaa Parish — Family Home to Sisters Adolfina & Maria

Discovery of

second

common

ancestor pair!

* Henric
Jeremiasson

* Kaisa
Ericsdotter

Kankaanpaa Parish Communion Book 1883-1892
Samminmaja-Italuoma Village, Mdki Farm

Sisters

Adolfina
Henricsdotter
Maria
Henricsdotter
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o
Lahteenmaki Brothers Married Maki Sisters
, 005 = » .
Kankanpap Par.ish,. Communion Book, 1893-1902, page 905
Samminmaija Village, Wanhatalo, Lahteenmiki Farm
’ '/4/// sie’ — i
iy Fadeine fwkutarts Laaainy
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! |Key:
| 1) Isaac Lahteenmadki Hill (Sandra’s uncle)
| ‘ 2) Adolfina Hill (Sandra’s aunt)
3) Mary Hill (Sandra’s cousin)
! 4) Ida Katrina (Sandra’s aunt)
‘r 5) Ernst Arvid (Ida's son, Sandra’s cousin, died 22 Sep 1902)
| 6) Henric Jeremiasson Maki (Sandra’s grandfather)
' 7) Katherine Lisa Luoma (Sandra’s grandmother)
8/9) Maria Wilhelmina (Sandra’s mother)
10) Jacob Lahteenmdki (Sandra’s father, died 7 Oct 1900)
11) Ida Alexandra Lahteenmdki_(Sandra Hill Ruitberg)
12) Juha Anselm teenméki (Sandra’s brother)
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Sandra Hill Ruitberg (Ida Alexandra Lahteenmaki)

1/31/22

Birth/Baptismal Record: Kankaanpaa Birth Records 1894-1902, p. 94, 29 Jun 1896
https://www.sukuhistoria.fi/sshy/sivut eng/jasenille/paikat.php?bid=9032&pnum=
48 (membership required)
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. : ,%%ﬁ//’ll;vl, f%&é;z/ /4;;/‘ :’

%7 ; ,/;;,d e I%b//’%/.//% /l oo
5 S 2! 2%
U Eoplo i Foopres o e 7o
7//% /t‘(l//l;y«‘//z//d’v//k/}: M ey

/%/.Z_/, I S g e

(Ida Alexandra; born 29 Jun 1896; baptized 5 Jul 1896; father 24 years old; mother 18 years old;
Samminmaja village; Jacob Danielsson Lahteenmaki, Maria Wilhelmina Henricsdaughter;
sponsors Frans Westerpakka and wife Ida Sofia; also Ida Lehtimaki & Isaac Danielsson;
Kankaanpda communion book, page 905)

First Communion Record: Siikainen First Communicants 1902-1912, image 36, 1912
https://www.sukuhistoria.fi/sshy/sivut eng/jasenille/paikat.php?bid=22530

(Ida Alexandra Jacobsdaughter Lahteenmaki; born 29 Jun 1896; Siikainen church book ref. page 895.
Note: Samminmaja village transferred from Kankaanpaa to Siikainen Parish in 1904)

12



https://www.sukuhistoria.fi/sshy/sivut_eng/jasenille/paikat.php?bid=9032&pnum=48
https://www.sukuhistoria.fi/sshy/sivut_eng/jasenille/paikat.php?bid=22530

Phase 2 Search Results Summary

1/31/22

— Jacob Hill

4

\4 Isaac L. Hill
v %
1869-1950

[‘ Adolfina Hill
1893-1982 ?'E '

1870-1948

I 1872-1900
Sandra Hill Ruitberg 7
7
/
, r Mary Hill (NY)
1896-1950 '
2 VL ¢
| .y A
' ol 1878-1937
— | 5 |
21 a \
S ]
S | !
|
|
I
I

-
_.—-”

(s42351S)

Common Ancestors

Daniel

¥ Lahteenmaki
1818-1886

Greta (Kreetta)

Isaacsdotter
1837-1912

Henry Maki
B 1842-1909

Katherine Luoma
1838-

Daniel

= Lahteenmaki
1818-1886

Greta (Kreetta)

§ Isaacsdotter
1837-1912

Henry Maki
1842-1909

Katherine Luoma
1838-

yo1e\l 2UuQ-01-auQ
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Sandra Lahteenmaki’s Childhood Home
Finnish Land Survey Map: Vanhatalo, Samminmaja, circa 1915

1/31/22

Finland Land Survey Map: Maanmittaushallituksen uudistusarkisto > Siikainen > Samminmaja; RN:0 8:1 Vanhatalo halottu 8:6-7 1915-1915 (A97:10/95-100)
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http://digi.narc.fi/digi/dosearch.ka?atun=312108.KA
http://digi.narc.fi/digi/dosearch.ka?sartun=302896.KA
http://digi.narc.fi/digi/dosearch.ka?ay=3087422.KA

Sandra Lahteenmaki’s Childhood Home
Current Day Location
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Summary

1/31/22

Found answers to our questions
Got stuck at times, but found discovery path

Utilized:
— Multiple search engines
— Finnish National Archives (nhttp://digi.narc.fi/digi/)

— Finland’s Family History Association image database - critical
to our success

Made contact with Sandra Culver of Green Bay, Wisconsin,
granddaughter of Isaac and Adolfina Hill

— Confirmed relationship among Hill, Mattila, and Ruitberg
families
Planning trip to Siikainen, Finland, in Aug. 2022, to walk the
farm of our ancestors

16



http://digi.narc.fi/digi/?lang=en_US

APPENDICES

1. Rock, Michigan Photos

2. Ship Passenger Lists
— Adolfina Hill (1909)
— Sandra Hill Ruitberg (1913)

3. About the Authors



Appendix 1 — Rock, Michigan Photos +=
SIMILAR DETAILS OF HOUSES IN TWO PHOTOS
(In Addition to Similarity of Overall Construction, Siding, Entranceway)

Buckled Siding | Plaque Board Knot Hole

—

Sandra Culver’s Photo of Adolfina, Isaac, & Granddaughter Helen Lund’s Oscar Ruitberg Jr.’s Photo of Helen[?], Adolfina, & cat, 1939

children, circa 1941
1/31/22 18
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Appendix 2 — Arriving Ship Passenger Lists, Page 1

Adolfina and Mary Hill (Léhteenmaki®) New York Arrival (1909)

First Page, Entry 14 & 15

2 =2
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Appendix 2 — Arriving Ship Passenger Lists, page 2
Adolfina and Mary Hill (Léhteenmaki®) New York Arrival (1909)

Second Page, Entry 14 & 15

THIS SHEET IS FOR STEERAGE PASSENOERS.

STATES IMMIGRATION OFFICER AT I’ORl OP ARRIVAL.
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Appendix 2 — Arriving Ship Passenger Lists, page 3

Sandra Hill Ruitberg’s (Ida Lahteenmaki®) New York Arrival (1913)
First Page, Entry 11
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Appendix 2 - Arriving Ship Passenger Lists, page 4

Sandra Hill Ruitberg’s (Ida Lahteenmaki”) New York Arrival (1913)
Second Page, Entry 11

STATES IMMIGRATION OFFICER AT PORT OF ARRIVAL.

» to the United States Immigration Officer by the Commanding Officer of any vessel having such passengers on board upon arrival at a port in the United States.
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Appendix 3 — About the Authors

Edward and Arthur Ruitberg, twin brothers, began working on their Finnish Heritage
Project with an interest in finding information about the origins of their Finnish
grandmother, Sandra Hill Ruitberg. They both love solving puzzles and working together
they were able to find the answers. They began their research in late-2020 and were
productive through September 2021, while the Covid-19 pandemic crisis was impacting
the world. In the end, they found a family story that revealed their own origins and a few
surprises.

They were born and raised in East Northport, NY, and were graduated from Pratt Institute
with Bachelor of Science Electrical Engineering degrees in 1971. They worked on
NASA/Goddard Space Flight Center flight projects for nearly their entire careers.

Edward is retired and lives with his wife, Laura, in Davidsonville, Md. He was a member of
the Hubble Space Telescope Project for over 30 years.

Arthur Ruitberg lives, with his wife, Erin, in Williamsburg, Va. American history of the
Colonial and Civil War periods is of special interest to both, and much time is spent
studying various topics.

Pursuing our family's Finnish history is valuable to learn our family's trials and successes
on both sides of the Atlantic. The same research methodology was employed as used in
American History projects.

Our parents, Oscar Ruitberg, Jr. and Anna Ruitberg; grandparents, Oscar Ruitberg, Sr. and
Sandra Hill Ruitberg; and great-grandmother, Mary Hill Keiser are buried in Genola Rural
Cemetery, East Northport, NY =
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